
Participants and Topics 

China’s Rise in Historical Context 
 

I. China and the World Order: Dilemmas of Status 
1. From Center to Supplicant: The Rise and Decline of China’s 

World Order  (Jan 30) 

Joseph Esherick 
Joseph Esherick holds the Hwei-chih and Julia Hsiu Chair in Chinese Studies at 
the University of California, San Diego, where he has chaired the Program in 
Chinese Studies.  His publications include Modern China: The Story of a 
Revolution (with Orville Schell, 1972); Lost Chance in China: The World War II 
Dispatches of John S. Service (1974, 1975); Reform and Revolution in China: 
the 1911 Revolution in Hunan and Hubei (1976, 2

nd
 ed 2002, Chinese translation 

1982); The Origins of the Boxer Uprising, (1987; Chinese translation1994); 
Chinese Local Elites and Patterns of Dominance (co-edited with Mary B. Rankin, 
1990); Remaking the Chinese City: Modernity and National Identity, 1900-1950 
(editor, 2000).  
 

2. From Standing up to Rising up 

Lowell Dittmer 
Lowell Dittmer is Professor of Political Science at University of California, 
Berkeley, and editor of Asian Survey.  He has published widely on Asian 
international relations centered on China as well as on China’s domestic politics.  
Recent books include Sino-Soviet Normalization and Its International 
Implications (1992); China's Quest for National Identity (with Samuel Kim, 1993), 
China Under Modernization (1994); South Asia's Nuclear Crisis (2005). 

 

II. Challenges of strategy and security (Feb 13) 
3. The Challenges of Sustaining Dynasties 

Evelyn Rawski 
Evelyn Rawski is University Professor of the University of Pittsburgh and former 
President of the Association for Asian Studies.  Her publications include The 
Last Emperors: A Social History of Qing Imperial Institutions (1998); Education 
and Popular Literacy in Ch'ing China (1979); Agricultural Change and the 
Peasant Economy of South China (1972). 
 

4. China’s strategy and security in the post-Cold War era 

Michael Swaine 
Michael Swaine is Senior Associate of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace.  Prior to this appointment he was Research Director of the RAND Center 
for Asia-Pacific Policy and RAND Center for Asia-Pacific Policy Chair in 
Northeast Asian Security.  His publications include: Assessing the Threat: The 
Chinese Military and Taiwan's Security (with Andrew Yang, Evan Medeiros, and 
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Oriana Mastro, 2007); Managing Sino-American Crises: Case Studies and 
Analysis, (2006); Interpreting China's Grand Strategy (with Ashley Tellis, 2000). 
 

III. China’s economic trajectory  (March 13) 
5. China’s Pre-reform Economy in World Perspective 

Dwight Perkins 
Dwight Perkins is Harold Hitchings Burbank Professor of Political Economy in 
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences of Harvard.  Previous positions at Harvard 
include Director of the Harvard University Asia Center, Associate Director of the 
East Asian (now Fairbank) Research Center, Chair of the Department of 
Economics, and Director of the Harvard Institute for International Development. 
Perkins has authored, coauthored, or edited 19 books and numerous articles on 
economic history and economic development, with special references to the 
economies of East and Southeast Asia.  Recent publications include:  
Economics of Development (with Steven Radelet, and David L. Lindauer. Sixth 
Edition. 2006); Under New Ownership: Privatizing China’s State-Owned 
Enterprises (with Shahid Yusuf and Kaoru Nabeshima, 2006); The Challenges 
of China's Growth, Paperback Edition. 2007).  Classics include: Rural 
Development in China (with Jusuf Shahid, 1984); China’s Modern Economy in 
Historical Perspective (editor, 1975); Agricultural Development in China, 1368-
1968 (1969). 

 

6. China Engaged: the Dynamics of the Reform-era Economy 

 Barry Naughton 
Barry Naughton is So Kwanlok Professor of Chinese and  International Affairs at 
University of California, San Diego.  He is an authority on the Chinese economy, 
with an emphasis on issues relating to industry, trade, finance, and China's 
transition to a market economy. Recent research focuses on regional economic 
growth in the People's Republic of China and the relationship between foreign 
trade and investment and regional growth. Recently completed projects have 
focused on Chinese trade and technology, in particular, the relationship between 
the development of the electronics industry in China, Taiwan and Hong Kong, 
and the growth of trade and investment among those economies. His book, 
Growing Out of the Plan: Chinese Economic Reform, 1978-1993, which was 
published in 1995, is a comprehensive study of China's development from a 
planned to a market economy that traces the distinctive strategy of transition 
followed by China, as well as China's superior growth performance. It received 
the Ohira Memorial Prize in 1996.  His most recent book is The Chinese 
Economy: Transitions and Growth (2007). Naughton is the author of numerous 
articles on the Chinese economy and is editor or co-editor of three other books: 
Reforming Asian Socialism: The Growth of Market Institutions, Urban Spaces in 
Contemporary China, and The China Circle: Economics and Technology in the 
PRC, Taiwan and Hong Kong.  
 

IV. China’s ecological and resource interaction (April 3) 
7. Traditional China as artifice 
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Mark Elvin 

J. Mark D. Elvin is Emeritus Professor and Visiting Fellow, Division of Pacific and 
Asian History, Research School of Pacific Studies, Australian National University.  
His major publications include: The Retreat of the Elephants. An Environmental 
History of China (2004); The Pattern of the Chinese Past (1973); Cultural Atlas of 
China, (with C. Blunden1983, rev. ed. 1998); Another History, (1996); Changing 
Stories in the Chinese World (1997); Sediments of Time: Environment and 
Society in Chinese History  (ed. with Liu Ts'ui-jung, 1998).  

 

8. Resources and the global commons 

Erica Downs 
Erica S. Downs is China Energy Fellow, Foreign Policy, John L. Thornton China 
Center, the Brookings Institution.  Her publications include: “China's Quest for 
Overseas Oil” (2007); “The Fact and Fiction of Sino-African Energy Relations” 
(2007); Brookings Foreign Policy Studies Energy Security Series: China (2006). 
 

V. Political development in global terms (April 24) 
9. The Political Creativity of Imperial China 

R. Keith Schoppa 
R. Keith Schoppa is Professor and Doehler Chair in Asian History, Loyola 
College in Maryland and President of the Historical Society for Twentieth Century 
China.  His publications include: Chinese Elites and Political Change: Zhejiang 

Province in the Early Twentieth Century (1982); Xiang Lake--Nine Centuries of Chinese 

Life (1989);  Song full of tears: nine centuries of Chinese life at Xiang Lake (2002); 

Blood Road: The Mystery of Shen Dingyi in Revolutionary China (1995, Chinese tr, 

2000); The Columbia Companion to Modern Chinese History (2000) Twentieth Century 

China: A History in Documents (2004); Revolution and Its Past: Identities and Change in 

Modern Chinese History (2nd edition, 2005); Modern East Asia: Regional and National 

Identities Amid Changing Contexts (forthcoming) 

 

10. Political Reform and Sustainable Development 

Joseph Fewsmith 
Joseph Fewsmith is Professor of International Relations and Political Science 
and Director of East Asian Studies Program, Boston University.  He is a regular 
contributor to China Leadership Monitor of Stanford University’s Hoover 
Institution.  His publications include: China Since Tiananmen: The Politics of 
Transition (2001), Elite Politics in Contemporary China (2001), The Dilemmas of 
Reform in China: Political Conflict and Economic Debate (1994), and Party, State, 
and Local Elites in Republican China: Merchant Organizations and Politics in 
Shanghai, 1980-1930 (1985). 

 

11. Afterward: The Dynamics of China’s External Relations 

Yaqing Qin 
Yaqing Qin is Professor and Vice President of China Foreign Affairs University.  
He translated Robert Jervis, Perception and Misperception in International 
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Politics and Alexander Wendt’s Social Theory of International Politics.  He is one 
of China’s foremost international relations theorists. 

 
 Editor: Brantly Womack 
Brantly Womack is Cumming Professor of Foreign Affairs at the University of 
Virginia, and has been named an honorary professor at two Chinese universities.  
His publications include: China and Vietnam: The Politics of Asymmetry (2006); 
Foundations of Mao Zedong’s Political Thought,1917-1935 (1982, Chinese 
translation 2006); Politics in China (with James Townsend, 1986, Chinese 
translation 1994, 2

nd
 ed. 2002); Contemporary Chinese Politics in Historical 

Perspective (editor, 1991).  


